
Fr. Marcel’s Bulletin Message for Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 
 

 
Today’s gospel taken from Mark 1:14-20 tells us that “After John had been arrested, Jesus came to 
Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: ‘This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is close at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.’” Jesus came to Galilee to proclaim the good news of God. He 
went about spreading and preaching the good news to tax collectors and prostitutes, to lepers and the 
blind, to people who were insignificant like fishermen and to everybody. Our God is a God of good 
news! And his good news is this: In his Son Jesus Christ, sinners are forgiven, unrighteous people are 
made holy, blind people were made to see, lame people were able to walk, rejected people like lepers, 
tax collectors and prostitutes were cleansed, forgiven, restored and accepted. In Jesus, the 
insignificant people like fishermen were given important roles of proclaiming the good news. In Jesus, 
everyone is invited and everyone is welcomed to the feast of the Lamb.   
 
Dearest beloved, we believe in the God of good news. We have a God who is always looking out for us. 
The good news of God can never be stopped by anything or by anybody. Even the arrest of John did not 
deter Jesus from spreading the good news. The good news excites and makes us happy. Therefore, 
nothing is going to deter us from receiving it and from spreading it. This good news is the good news of 
truth. Before Jesus came, human beings were guessing and groping who God is. But with the coming of 
Jesus, we have come to know that God is Abba, Father, and he loves and cares about us. The good 
news of God is the good news of hope. Because of life’s dualism- happiness and sadness, dark and 
light, life and death etc. some people believe that human life and all human endeavors are 
meaningless. But the Lord’s good news brings hope even in the face of extreme difficulties. God’s good 
news is the good news of peace. It is the good news of promise. All non-Christian religions have an idea 
of a very demanding God. But our God is a God of good news who is more ready to give than we are to 
ask. The good news of Jesus is the good news of immortality and salvation. To pagans, death is the 
extinction and the destruction of life. To them, death ends life. But the good news of Jesus tells us that 
death is the beginning of the real life. Jesus tells us that we are on the way to life rather than death. The 
good news of Jesus is the good news of life.  
 
Beloved in Christ, today’s gospel says that as Jesus passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew fishing. And he said to them, “Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 
They abandoned their profession, their fishing materials and probably their friends and family and 
followed him. As Jesus walked a little further, he also saw James, the Son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John. These two were fishing with their father. As soon as Jesus called them, they abandoned 
everything they were doing, left their father and the men who had been hired to help them out in their 
fishing business and followed him.  
 
What is that thing that made Andrew, Peter, James and John leave everything and everybody behind 
and follow Jesus? What is this thing that makes people abandon everything to follow Jesus? It is called 
Good News! In Jesus Christ, we have God’s good news for us. In Jesus, we have good news preached 
so that we might have life and have it more abundantly. In Jesus, we have the good news preached to 
us so that we might know the Lord and know who we are and where we are going. Sisters and brothers, 
in Jesus, we have God’s good news. And God’s good news today is: “Repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” The good news is repent, make a U-turn, follow Jesus. Like Andrew, Peter, James and John, 
let’s leave everything that will hinder our journey towards God behind and follow Jesus. Jesus is our 
Good News! 
 
 
 



THIS  WEEK AT ST. GERARD’S 
Mon. January 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NO Mass   
Tues. January 24. . . . 12Noon Mass and Novena, Rectory         
Wed. January 25. . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00AM Mass, Rectory   
Thurs. January 26 . . . . . . . . . . .7:30AM Church Cleaning 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00AM Mass, Rectory 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 till 12:00Noon Adoration, Rectory    
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:30PM Choir Practice, Rectory 
Fri. January 27 . . ..8:00AM School and Parish Mass, CH 
Sat. January 28. . . . . . . . . .8:00AM Communion Service 

  

   MASS  INTENTIONS 

     Tuesday, January 24th 
 Noon . . . .St. Gerard Parishioners                                                          
     Wednesday, January 25th 
9:00AM . . . . . . . Poor Souls                                             
     Thursday, January 26th 
9 :00AM . . Rose and Lazard Barthelemy                                              

               Saturday, January 28th  

 4:00PM . . . . Theresa Brady,   
      Ruby Phillips,  Ginny Carmana, 
      Rita and Dickie Langlois 

         Sunday, January 29th 

      8:00AM . . . . . Donat and Crousillac Families                                             

     10:00AM . . . . . . . . Homer Lee Miller,   
      Campo and Lemieux Families,  Steve Steedly,     
 Carlo and Bonnie Bellelo,  L. F. Romero, Jr. and Family, 
 Beverly Keller,  Barbara Braud, 
 Deceased Members of the Viveiros Family, 
 Deceased Members of the Favaro and Saia Families, 
 Deceased Members of the Adams Delapasse and Barbier         
 Families,  Bumm and Willett Families,   
                                                        

RELIGIOUS ARTICLE SHOP 
Come by and check out our religious article shop in the 
front of church. Please stop before or after the 
10:00AM Sunday Morning Mass.  
 
THE FEAST OF ST. BLASE 
Friday, February 3rd , is  the Feast of St. Blase, the church 
continues its ministry to the sick with the Blessing of the 

Throats after the 9:00AM Morning Mass Thursday, 

February 2, 2012 then we will have Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament till 12:00Noon. 
The blessing, which involves two blessed candles joined in 
the form of a cross, invokes God’s healing and protection.  
Humbled by physical weakness and human limitations, we 
acknowledge our faith in God’s protective love for all who 
call upon His name.  We pray through the intercession of 

St. Blase that God delivers us from throat ailments and 

from every other evil.  

 

READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK:    

Monday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Mk 3:22-30  
Tuesday . . . . . . . . . . 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Mk3:31-35 
Wednesday . . Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18 
Thursday.  . . . . . . . . 2 Sm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday. . . . . . . . 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95; 1 Cor 7:32-35; 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mk 1:21-28  

       STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE 
 (Collection for the weekend of Jan. 14th & 15th ) 
    Identified Givers  . . . . . . . . . $1,583.00 
    Loose Collection . . . . . . . . . . . .$467.00 
    Maintenance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $105.00 
    Mass Stipends . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$220.00 

    TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,375.00 

THIS weekend, we will take up the annual 
Collection for the Church in Latin America. Many 
unique challenges face the Church in that region. A 
dearth of priests and trained lay ministers and high 
emigration rates are just a few reasons why it’s so 
difficult for the region’s Church to provide for the 
faithful. It is more important than ever that we 
keep faith with the Church in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. Please give generously next week. 
    

PLEASE  NOTE  A WEEKDAY  MASS  CHANGEPLEASE  NOTE  A WEEKDAY  MASS  CHANGEPLEASE  NOTE  A WEEKDAY  MASS  CHANGEPLEASE  NOTE  A WEEKDAY  MASS  CHANGE    

There will be NO 9:00AM MASS ON 
MONDAY’S - Beginning January, 2012. 
 

SAVE THE DATE . . . 
A Lenten Mission will be held on Sunday, 
February 26, Monday, February 27 and 
Tuesday, February 28 at 5:30PM in the Church. 
We will post more information in  NEXT 
Weekend’s bulletin. It will be GREAT!!! 
 
2012 Diocesan Celebration for 
25th & 50th Wedding Anniversary 
Bishop Muench will celebrate Mass honoring couples on their 
25th, 50th, and 65th or greater wedding anniversary on 
Sunday, March 4, 2012. The Mass will be held at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church at 3:00 PM. The families of the 
honored couples are also invited to attend the liturgy 
and the reception following. Couples celebrating these 
anniversaries in 2012 are asked to call the parish office, 
355-2553 so information can be sent to the diocese. Deadline 
is February 22, 2012. 
     

 


